
A Level 
>Art Craft 
& Design
>Graphic Design
>Photography



ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

• A minimum of a Grade 6 at GCSE in 
either Art, Graphic Design, 
Photography or DT, plus sight of 
GCSE portfolio for external applicants. 
(If you make the grades to get into the 
sixth form you can send a portfolio to 
the school to be considered for one of 
the courses) 

• Art demands a commitment to 
question, reflect and learn new ways 
of seeing, engaging ideas and 
intentions.



THE COURSE

• The course is made up of: 

• Component 1: The Portfolio 
60% which you will start at the 
end of year 12. This will be 
supported be a written 
assignment to contextualize 
your investigation (1000-3000 
words). 

• The course concludes with 
Component 2: An Externally 
Set Assignment in February 
40%.



•RESULTS
>>>>>>>>
• Art Craft and Design, Photography and 
Graphic Design are very successful subjects 
at BWS. 

• In 2024, out of students entered,

• 100% of students got

• A* to B grade at A level Art and 
Photography and 100% A* to A  for 
Graphics. 

• Many of the students have gone on to 
study at various Art’s University's around the 
country.



WHAT DOES THE 
COURSE INVOLVE?
• WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

• The course is designed to develop your ability as a young Artist, 
questioning and reflecting on themes that will initially be set for 
you. The course will allow you to pursue and develop an idea 
creatively and confidently with the support of expert teaching 
staff.

• For Art and Photography, your initial project will be based on 
the theme ‘Structures’ this will start with a focus on drawing 
techniques and ways to develop a personal response to the 
theme in a short intensive project that with give you a 
comprehensive  understanding of the assessment 
objectives. 

• Within Graphic Design the initial Project will be on branding 
and advertising.

• You will also explore digital art, learn how to use Photoshop and 
Illustrator and look at Photography and digital editing. You will 
then independently work in response to a theme from a selection 
of visual and written starting points.

• You have the option to specialise in either Art Craft & 
Design, Photography or Graphic Design

• You will then spend the remaining term in year 12 and all the 
way through until the February of the half term working 
on your personal investigation, (component one portfolio). 
You will choose a topic for this yourself.

• This will ensure you understand the expectations of the subject 
and prepare you for your A level.



A LEVEL
HOW WILL YOU 
LEARN?

• You will visit London Galleries and a have the 
chance to go on a residential trip, we have 
previously visited New York, Florence, Rome and 
Paris. These trips are a vital learning resource 
they inspire and inform ideas and responses 
developing students understanding of their subject 
in a wider context.

• You will have the full support of an 
experienced team of practitioners within their 
respective disciplines alongside a dedicated 
technical support team.

• The facilities available at the school are vast. We 
have access to Adobe CC, Print making studio, 
a kiln, sewing machines, digital cameras and 
studio lights and backdrops, two large art 
studios with all the traditional media, a plotter 
printer and much more.



YOU CAN CHOOSE TO FOCUS ON FINE ART, 

PHOTOGRAPHY OR GRAPHIC DESIGN.. OR 
KEEP EXPLORING ALL THREE THROUGHOUT 
THE COURSE WITHIN ART CRAFT AND 

DESIGN..



• WHERE NEXT….
• GRAPHICS:

• Common choices include 

• Art Foundation Courses. 

• Degree in Graphic Design, Illustration, Animation, 
Concept Art, Visual Arts, Architecture and Photography 

• PHOTOGRAPHY:

• Common choices include 

• Art Foundation Courses. 

• Degree in Photography, Commercial Photography, 
Visual effects, Graphic Design, Illustration, Animation, 
Concept Art, Visual Arts. 

• ART CRAFT & DESIGN

• Common choices include 

• Art Foundation Courses, 

• Degree in Fine Art, Graphic Design, Photography, 
Architecture, Marketing, Product Design and more. 



To check out all the 

current Art… follow 

BWS ART1 on 

Instagram
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